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UNCLAS LUANDA 0368 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS AO MILI 

SUBJECT: UNITA LEADER DEFENDS HIS ACTION IN SOUTHERN ANGOLA 

REF: LUANDA 0360 

1. ANTONIO VAKULUKUTA, THE UNITA CHIEF FOR SOUTHERN ANGOLA, 

GAVE A PRESS CONFERENCE IN SA DA BANDEIRA ON APRIL 3 IN WHICH 
HE DENIED ACCUSATIONS THAT HE IS PROMOTING THE INTERESTS OF 
SWAPO AND PRESENTED HIS VERSION OF EVENTS,WHICH APPEAR TO 
HAVE BEEN TRIGGERED BY UNITA'S DISARMING OF THE WHITE POPULATION. 
HIS REMARKS WERE CARRIED IN PART BY THE PRESS AND A FREE 
TRANSLATION FOLLOWS OF THE PORTIONS REFERRING TO THE CUNENE. 

2. "THE ACTIONS OF THE POLICE IN THE CUNENE REGION LEFT MUCH TO 
BE DESIRED. THEIR ATTITUDE IS JUST WHAT IT WAS BEFORE APRIL 25, 

1974. THEY HAVE CLOSE RELATIONS WITH THE SOUTH AFRICAN AUTHORITIES, 
AND, THEREFORE, CLOSE RELATIONS WITH THE AUTHORITIES ON OTHER SIDE 
OF THE BORDER. THIS CERTAINLY EXPLAINS THE ATTITUDE OF 
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THE POLICE TOWARD THE PEOPLE. IT IS ALSO KNOWN THAT DURING THE 
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COLONIALIST AND FASCIST REGIME THE POLICE HAD AT THEIR DISPOSAL 
WAR MATERIAL AND THAT THIS WAS DISTRIBUTED TO CIVILIANS. NOW, 

IT DOES NOT SEEM TO ME TO BE A GOOD IDEA THAT DURING THE DECOLON- 
IZATION PROCESS THESE PEOPLE SHOULD HAVE THESE WEAPONS. SOME 
CIVILIANS EVEN THREATENED THE POPULACE WITH THESE WEAPONS. IT WAS 
NECESSARY, OF COURSE, TO WARN THE CIVILIANS AND, FINALLY, TO 
DISARM THEM, AS THE AUTHORITIES WERE INCAPABLE OF COLLECTING 
THE ARMS, WHICH TO US CONSTITUTED A THREAT TO THE PEACE WE 
WANT TO ESTABLISH IN ANGOLA. 3. IT IS TRUE THAT THE CLEANUP CAUSED 
ANXIETY AMONG THE 

AUTHORITIES, THE POLICE AND THE PORTUGUESE ARMY STATIONED AT FORT 
ROCADAS, BUT THERE WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ANY PROBLEM BETWEEN OUR 
DELEGATION IN THE CUNENE AND THE AUTHORITIES IF THERE HAD EXISTED 
UNDERSTANDING AND COOPERATION. OUR DELEGATION IN THE CUNENE 
HAS ALWAYS TRIED TO COOPERATE WITH THE AUTHORITIES IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH INSTRUCTION FROM OUR LEADERSHIP, AND IN THE SPIRIT OF THE 
ALVOR AGREEMENT; UNFORTUNATELY, WE HAVE NOT ALWAYS FOUND THIS 
SPIRIT OF COOPERATION AMONG THE POLICE OR THE MILITARY AUTHORITIES, 
ESPECIALLY THOSE AT FORT ROCADAS." 

4. ACCORDING TO THE PRESS REPORT OF HIS STATEMENT, VAKULUKUTA 
THEN REFERRED TO AN UNIDENTIFIED ACTION BY A PORTUGUESE SOLDIER 
AT A UNITA OFFICE AND WENT ON TO SAY: 

"WE CANNOT ASSENT TO SUCH ATTITUDES, NOR CAN THE LEADERSHIP 
OF UNITA SANCTION SUCH ACTS. NEITHER ARE WE GOING TO CONCUR 
IN INSULTS AGAINST UNITA... THERE ALSO TOOK PLACE IN THE 
CUNENE PARTISAN ACTS ON THE PART OF THE MILITARY AUTHORITIES. 

THESE WERE THE INCIDENTS THAT CAUSED RUMORS HERE IN SA DA 
BANDEIRA, AND POSSIBLY LUANDA, TO THE EFFECT THAT THE 
SITUATION IN THE CUNENE WAS TENSE. THERE IS NO TENSION. 

I SAY IN ALL SINCERITY THAT THE PEOPLE OF SOUTHERN ANGOLA ARE 
ACTIVELY PARTICIPATING IN THE PROCESS OF DECOLONIZATION. 

5. "IT HAS BEEN SAID THAT THE CUNENE HAS BEEN TRANSFORMED 
INTO A SWAPO ZONE. THESE ARE RUMORS. IT IS ALSO SAID THAT 
VAKULUKUTA IS TRANSFORMING THE CUNENE INTO A FREE STATE 
INDEPENDENT OF ANGOLA. THESE ARE RUMORS. IT IS SAID THAT 
VAKULUKUTA IS WORKING FOR SWAPO. THESE ARE ALL RUMORS THAT 
HAVE NO BASIS IN FACT." 
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6. VAKULUKUTA WENT ON TO DISCUSS THE INCIDENT ON MARCH 24 IN 
SA DA BANDEIRA IN WHICH A YOUNG WHITE DIED, REPORTEDLY AS 
THE RESULT OF A BEATING AT THE HANDS OF UNITA RECRUITS. 

HE SAID THE YOUTH DIED AS A RESULT OF RUNNING INTO A WALT. 
WITH HIS MOTORCYCLE. HE COULD NOT UNDERSTAND, HE SAID, 

THE GENERAL STRIKE THAT PARALYZED THE CITY, NOR THE INSULTS 
HURLED AGAINST HIMSELF AND JONAS SAVIMBI AT A POINT IN 
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TIME WHEN A GOOD PART OF THE POPULATION WAS READY TO JOIN 
UNITA. THE ONLY EXPLANATION HE COULD COME UP WITH, HE SAID, 

WAS THAT AGITATORS HAD TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF THE SITUATION 
TO CREATE TROUBLE. 
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